Derbeiessbira [ a ] Romana. 

By the Rev* Samuel Pegge, MA. 


Read at the Society of Antiquaries, Nov. 12, 1789. 


I T has been obftrved on a former occafion [^] that the county 
ot Derby in the Britidi times conftituted a part of that 
Jarge tribe, the Contaniy or Co/V<7««/ [c], confequcntly it had 
then no peculiar provincial name. 

- It apparently deduces its prefent name from that of Derby^ 
its principal town, and the queftion then will be, when this 
borough currently took its prefent appellation, as it was allb 
fometimes anciently called Ncrthivarthig [r/]. The Ihire could 
not polfibly receive its prefent denomination till after that 
aera. 

I conceive, notwithftanding the whims and fmcies of the 
heralds, wiio have given the town a buck in a park for its arms, 

• [a] Charta Hen. I. in Chartulario Decani Line. Domcftlay has Dcrbjfdre^ 
as wc write now, c having the power of ch. Sec Hsarnc’s Cur. Difc. p. 46. 

, [AJ Nichols’s Bibl. Top Brit. N® XXIV. p. 47. 

[f] Ibid, p 46. , 

'[i] Camden, col. 587. 
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as if it had been once a habitation for deer [^], that the name 
is contrafted, as Mr. Camden thought, from Derwentby 
a term expre^five of its Htuation on the banks of the river Der- 
went. There was an old Saxon town at this place in the ninth 
century, called Northworlhige, to diftinguifh it probably from 
’Tamauceorthige^ or Tamwortb% it was at that time of impor- 
tance, and was taken by the Danes^ who were then powerful in 
thefe parti^i^if^re ptiacipally feated atR^/tonupon Trent ; and, 
as this new acquifition lay on another river, the river Derwent, 
not far dlftant, they thought proper to change the name of it 
to Derwentby., aftcrw'ards contracted to Deoraby and Derby. 
I'he w^ords of Fabius Ethelwerd are very exprefs on this point, 
“ in locum qui Northwortbigie juxtaautem Danaam 

« linguara Deoraby [j-].” The town being of confequence, as 
abovdaid, and fortified, or at leaft having a caftle [A], it was re- 
taken by force of arms, A. 918, by the warlike princefs /E/Z>t 7 - 
Jleda [/], when it went by the name of Deoraby. And this, I 
prefume, may be the firft time it occurs under that denomina- 
tion. On the whole, nothing can be more ridiculous or 
abfurd than to fuppolc that the fitc of the town, when the 
Danes had it in poll'eflion was a chacc or foreft for deer. 

[<■] This opinion is alfo embraced by Bp. Gibfon, Carad. col. 587. 

[/] This Etymon I prefer to that from it, juxta, & aqua, offered by 
Bp. Gibfon, ad Chron. Sax. p. 34. as, in that cafe, it ought rather to be bidar 
than Durbi. 

' [5] Ethelwerd, p. 843.. H. Huntingdon calls it on the (anie occa£on 

P- 3 S 3 - 

[A] II. Hunt. 1 . c. The Caftle was dcmoliOicd at this time, and,, as I tliink, 
never rebuilt. However, if it was, king Edmund retook it. Item, p. 355. 

[j] Chron. Sax. A. 918. 
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The name of Deoraby is found on a coin of King Atheljian, 
who acceded to the crown A. 925, and died A. 941, where 
the legend on the reverfe is, hegenredes mo on deoraby [*6], 
Viewing, that the town was then of great coufideration, was 
privileged with a mint, and ufually went by its modern though 
contracted name. 

England certainly was not diftributed into counties till after 
the Saxons were completely fettled in it ; but there is no occa- 
(ion to inveftigate the exadt time when the feveral (hires were 
firft formed, as it will be fufiicient to obferve that this county 
could not well pafs by Its prefeut name, as we apprehend, till 
about the year 900. 

Our prelent 'enquiry, however, requires us to go into times 
of much higher antiquity than the date here Ipecihed,' 
before we enter on a detail of the Roman antiquities found 
•within the limits of this little county, it will be highly proper 
to premife a word concerning the ftate and condition of the 
country 'at the time that people had concerns with it. 

The Romans firft arrived in Britain 55 years before the Birth 
of our Saviour; but it was long after that, before they made 
any {permanent fcttlemcnt in it, or had penetrated into the inte- 
rior parts of the province, which probably did not hapjKii till 
the reign of the Emperor Claudius A. D. 41. when, as we have 
good reafon" for thinking, this region of the Coritani was much 
covered with wood [/]. The Romans who firft entered tliis ' 

[i] Sir And. Founuine, in Dr. Hickes’s Thefaur. Tom. II. tab. II. The 
name allb occurs there on a coin of king Edgar, lab. V. 
tfj Nichols’s Bibliotli. Top. Brit. XXIV. p. 47. Arch. VII. p. 174. 
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quarter mixed, we may fuppofc, with the natives, fo that the 
body of the people confifted of Britons and fomc few Romans 
intermingled with them. 

One can hardly doubt but the Coritani, or JndigenrP^ as I 
will call them, had dilcovered mines of lead (for we do not 
hear of any copper mines in Derbylhire) previous to the arrival 
of the Roman ftrangers. Thefe laft would confequently not 
only gain intelligence of fuch mines, but alfo of the Britijh 
manner of working them. And thus it would be extremely na- 
tural for the new-comers, the mafters, to encourage the natives 
to proceed in their accuftomed employments ; for thefe to be 
the miners or labourers, and they thcmfelvcs to be the em- 
ployers, the overfeers, and the paymafters [w]. ' There feems 
to be no other way of accounting for the Roman letters which 
we find on that block of lead, Imelted in the rcigii of the Em- 
peror Claudius [«]. Whence it is moft evident, that this trad 
became known to the Romans very loon after they had gained 
any fettlemcnt in the idand. 

The Romans continued in Britain till A. 420; and it is but 
rcalonable to expe^f, that in the compafs of 475 years, reckon- 
ing from their firft Invafion by Julius Caefar, various evidences, 
tokens, and monuments of their refidcncc here w'ould appear, 
and every day more and more ; indeed it w'ould be ftrange if 
they did not. What I propofc therefore is, to try to recollcdl 
and rciiftcr the feveral in dances that have occurred of their 

[w] Galgacus, indeed, feems to infinuatc, in his fpecch, that the Romans 
did not pay, but camptUti, tile natives to work, at the niiiies as flavcs ; but 
this we may regard as a rhetorical flourilh. 

[n J It will be mentioned below. 
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abode and exertions in thefe parts, which I may venture to 
augurate will prove no inconfiderable number. 

In doing this, however, I (hall take care not to put down 
any thing of doubtful authority ; confining myfelf (lri<SUy to 
thofe remains which are undoubtedly Romany and by all means 
endeavouring not to confound them with Britijh antiquities, or 
thofe of other nations, Saxons or Danesy who have frequented 
this county and fettled in it. I (hall not therefore regider that 
rich and curious jewel found in a barrow on Winjler woor, and 
deferibed by my hate friend, Mr. John Mandcr of Bakewell [o]. 
Nor, for the fame reafon, (hall 1 mention the many CeltSy that 
at various times have been found in the county, (ince now, 
w'hatevcr the opinion may have been formerly, they are decid- 
edly adjudged to the Celtic nations. So the large filver plate, 
or di(h, found at Rijleyy about ^ miles from Derby, A. 1729, 
I omit, though the late Dr. Stukeley, who gave an account of 
it to his friend Roger Gale, Efq. 1736, thought it Roman, 
and conjectured it might rife as high in antiquity as the age of 
Augujlus i becaule it was brought hither, as he imagines, from 
France, and therefore, though a curious piece of Roman anti- 
quity, and allb found here, docs not come within the true 
meaning and intention of this memoir, as it does not appear 
from any one particular dated by the DoCtor, that the Romans 
had ever been at Rifley, and he accounts for the plates coming 
to England in much later times. 

Adhering again clofely to the fubjcCl, I (hall not excur be- 
yond the known limits of the county, and confequently dial! 


[9] Arcli. Vol. Ill, p. 274. 
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not infcit Mr. Rooke’s Villa Rornana[p\^ nor the Roman anti- 
quities we meet with in Dr. Plott’s Nat. Hi^. ofStaffordfliire [y], 
though both places lie hvX juft without the borders of ovir county. 
If, after all, a particular of dubious original (hall chance to be 
noticed, care (hall be taken to exprefs the fufpicion that attends 
it. 

Now to chalk out and preferibe to our(clves fome rational 
method of proceeding, as alfo for the accommodation of the 
reader, I (hall difpofe the various Roman antiquities hitherto 
difeovered in the county of Derby, at Icaft fo far as they have 
come to my knowledge, under the following heads : 

1. Lead. 

2. Roads. 

3. Stations. 

4. Camps. 

5. Urns, 

6. Coins. 

7. Infcriptlons. 

8. Lows or Barrows. 

Roman remains, as will appear from the fublequcnt detail, 
have been found in almod every corner of our county ; info- 
much that one may predict from this catalogue, without much 
prefumption, that many more will be difeovered in time coming, 
(ince it is certain that the places which wc (hall have qccafton 
to mention were all, except Little Chejler and Brough^ not 

D] Arch. Vol. VII, p. 363. 

[f ] Dr. Plott, Nat. Hift. of Staff, p. 404. 
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known to have had any connection with the Romans, in the 
time of our illuftrious and celebrated Camden. 

I. Roman Lead. 

We begin with that Roman block, or pig of lead, which, 
bearing the name of the Emperor Claudius, is the ' oKlclt of 
any hitherto difeovered. It is now in the hands of our worthy 
member, Richard Molefw'orth, Efq. and was found upon Mailock 
Moor, ^ A. 1787. The Society is poflefled of a Ihort Account of 
this piece, printed in Arch. Vol. IX. p. 45, and therefore no 
more needs be faid of it here. » 

The next article of this clafs was alfo found on Mailock Moor, 
A. D. 1783, and is now in the pofleflion of my friend, Mr. 
Adam Wolley the younger, of Matlock: it is dcfcribcd in the 
Vllth volume of the Archaeologia, to tvhich I beg leave to 
refer. 

The third and lafl: fpccimen of Dcrbyfhirc Roman lead was 
difeovered upon Cromford Moor, April i'777, and bears the 
name of the Emperor Hadrian. It belongs to Peter Nightingale 
of Lee, Efq. and is illuftrated with fome neceffary obfervations 
in the Vth volume of the Archseologia. 

2. Roman Roads. 

It muft have been dome time after their accefs, before the 
Romans w'ould think of making military roads in our iflands, 
as this could not well be done, till they were not only in force, 
but in peace and tranquillity, and alfo well acquainted with the 
bearings and fituations of places. Thefe roads are found to be 
more numerous than one would imagine. 
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Ikenild-^rtfX, one of the four principal Roman roads in' 
Britain, was traced A. D. 1768, from its entrance into Der- 
byfliirc to Little Chejler and Chejlerfield •, and, by conjeflure, to 
Brough, near Rothcram in Torkfljire (_r]. 

Another (hotter road, pafling from Brough to Buxton, both 
in the Peak of Derbydiirc, has al(b been traced [/], < 

Dr. Plott imagines a Roman road might go from EdingaU, 
in Staffordfliire to Lullington ; and thence to Repton, in Derby- 
(hirc[/]. 

Thcfc were all the roads that were known in 1768; but 
fince then, my late friend, the Rev. John Watfon, Rcdlor of 
Stockport, difeovered a road, 1772, leading from Brough in 
the Peak to Melandra cajlle there [«]. 

Mr. Watfon alfo was of opinion, that a road went from 
Melandra-caflk to Buxton [ar]. 

He afferts again, that another road pafled from Buxton to 
Stockport [y], and tliis, which he (fates as coming from Man- 
cbcjler to Buxton, he has adlually deferibed [e]. 

My refpedable and valued friend, Hayman Rooke, Efq. has 
this very year, 1788, given me (bme information of a Roman 
road, and called fo by the commoti people, which goes from 
Derby (more probably from Little Chefler) by Hopton, the feat 
of Philip Gcll, E(q. over Brajjington-moor, and, leaving New 

[0 Bibl Top. Brit. N“ XXIV. p. 9. Sc fcq. 

( <J Ibid. p. 34. Sc fcq. 

[<] Dr. Blott, Hill, of Staff, p. 402. 

(■«] A rcli3;o!ogi3, Vol. HI. p. 237. 

[a] Ibid. 

[r] Ibid. 

[eJ Bibl. Top. Brie. N'^ XXIV. p. 35. 
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'IJaven^ about a mile and a half to the left, takes its courfe to 
:'Bux'fon. In another letter, dated 31 May 1788, he fays, “ he 
*• traced It down the hill to the iuclofures, wliere it had been 
deftroyed by the plough.” 

Mr > James Pilkington, in his •* View of the prefent State of 
“ Derbylhirc,” juft publiftied [/i], has thefc words, “ There is, 
“ according to tradition, another Roman road, the extremity of 
« which appears at the diftance of a few miles from Buxton. It 
begins at Hurdlow Houfif and extends to Pike Hall. It runs 
**■ nearly parallel with the turnpike road, which leads to AJh- 
“ bourn. It appears highly probable, that this road was once 
a means of communication between the bath at Buxton, and the 
ftation or encampment, which I ihall have occahou hereafter 
■ ** to (hew the Romans had at Paii,v>ich.** 

To finifti this buftnefs of the roads, it Is fuppofed, and with 
abundant reafon, that there went a military way in the later 
times of the empire, from Little Ch^er to Nottingham \b'\. 
This we may be afl'ured of, that the Romans formed many 
more roads than what occur in their famous Itinerary, fuch as 
may be termed via vicinaleSf as going from ftation to ftation 
within the country [r], 

3. Stations. 

The Roman ftations in Derbylhire, as contradiftinguKhed to 
camps and intrcnchtnents, and with reference to the Itinerary 


[a] II. p. 8. 

[ 5 ] Bibl.Top. Brit. N» XXIV. p. aj. 

[r] Dr. Plott, Staff, p. 402. Mr. Hutchinfon, Hid. of Durltam, II. p. 486. 
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of Antoninus r<^, were four on the Ikcnild-ftrcer, and two on 
the fiaihom~G3te, or the leffer Roman road. 

Our prime ftation, that of which the remains arc the mod 
c<m(piciious, and where Roman coins, 6cc. have been found 
witliour number [el, and are Rill fometimes found, is noticed 
in tlir Xllltli Iter of Richard of Circnccfter by the name of 
Derbenmo, and is now called Little Cbfjier, near Derby. The 
town of Derby probably arofe from its vicinity to this Ration, 
and in part, perhaps, from its ruins [/ ]. 

A fccond Ration on this road put dovv'n by Richard is now 
totally effaced in the author, both as to its name, and its diRance 
from Derhentio[g\ 

Another Ration undoubtedly there was, on the road from 
Derby to Cbejlerjie/d, either atJHligham or Limbury, though we 
cannot with certainty pronounce at which 

The fourth and laR Ration on this Iter was unqueflionably 
Cb^erjielii, at lo miles diRance, where coins have been found [/"], 
and which has been proved by other evidence to have been at 
Tapton Hill [^-J. ' = ’ 

■' The two Rations on w'hat I have termed the Lejfer Roman 
Road were Brough and Buxton \ the firft at the outfet, the 
fccond at the termination of tliis fliort Iter, As to Brough^ I 


[i] Bibl. Top. Brit. N“ XXIV. p. 13. 

[fj Camden, col. 587. Leland, Itin. VI. p. 131. . . 

[/J Of Dtrhy and the two Dtrhniiii, fee more in Bibl. Top. Brit. p. 21. 
[;] Richard, Bibl. Top. Brit. p. t3« 

( AJ Ibid. p. 28. I 

[1] Ibid. p. 29. . ' ’ . ' 

[*] Ibid. p. 30. . ' ' . . 
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have nothing to add to what has been faid in the Bibliotheca 
Topographica Britannica [/h 

Buxton was indifputably a Roman (lation ; the feveral roads 
pointing to it [w] intimate and conBrm that. Mr. Watfon aflerts, 
“ that at Buxton lie had difeovered the fite of a Roman ftatlon, 
unknown he believed then to any other antiquary bvit 
“ hlmfclf[«].” But quaere, whether this may not be the cu- 
rious exploratory camp, which Mr. Rookc mentions in a letter 
to me. Sept. 22, 1787, “ as being on Combs Mofs^ a moor 
about 4 miles from Buxton if fo, the Buxton llation could 
not be there, that place being too far diflant certainly, it mud: 
not have been nearer to, or at the bath. And therefore let us 
enquire ho\\r things were there. There was a Roman well here 
dole by St. Anne’s well, -where alfo were the ruins of the an- 
cient bath [0]. But there feem to have been more baths than 
one anciently [p]. And as to the ftation here, Mr. Watfon cx- 
preflly fays, “ that on the top of the hill above the hall, in a 
** piece of ground called the Stain (ox Stan) cliffs, are the vifible 
** remains of an ancient fcttlement, which I doubt not was 
** Roman,'* In the fummer of 1787, Mr. Rooke obferved an 
oblong tumulus, with a ditch and vallum ; and on removing 
the earth he found “ a wall (imilar to that of the large room 
“ in the Roman Villa at Mansfield tVoodhoufe^ with ofFfets on the 
** outfidcs. This inclofed the tumulus in an oblong Iquare, 

[/] XXIV. p. 34. 

[«] See our ad head, the Readt. 

[n] Archaeologia, Vol. III. p. 237. 

[»] Bibl. Top. Brit. p. 35. 

[p] Ibid. For a further account of the old Roman Bath difeovered in 1781, 
fee there p. 36. 
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“ 46 feet by 22 feet 6 inches. Within it was a body of clay^ 
ultich appeared to be rareimed in, though Ibmo of the work- 
“ nicii thougiit it was the natural foil; which ever it was, the 
“ wall was ceitdiiily built againrt it. As the infide was rough 
“ and irregular, it might poffibly have been a floor.” This is 
IVIr. Rooke’s defeription, who then offers his conjcdhirc concern- 
ing the intention ot this tumulus. ‘‘He is apt to think, he fays,, 
that this mufl have been a temple \ it is fituate on the hill 
facing the crefeent, and about 100 yards in a dire£b line frona- 
“ the hot fpring. And he thinks it natural to fuppofc, that 
“ the Romans, after flnding the falutary cffcfls of thefe waters^ 
“ would ere£t a temple to the prefiding deity The Roman 

road from Fairjicld a man told him came into the prefent 
road near this ground ; and if fo, it could not be 20 yards frona- 
the temple, and ended there. 

To dilpatch this head; the camp of Melandra Caftle in the 
parifh of Glojfop, difeovered firft by the late Mr. Watfon, is, 
at this day, according to his account and delineation of it in 
the Arcbxologia [r], in a very perfeft condition, and, con- 
fidering the fevcral Roman roads that terminate there, as alfo 
the ftrudture of its vallum, very juftly intitlcd to the naros, the. 
conlequence, and dignity of a flatioiu 

4. Roman Camps. 

The Roman remains of this dclcription in Derbjfhire,. it 
muft be acknowledged, are but few. One, however, there is- 
on Pentricb common [jJ. 

If] dptllo, perhaps, or Minerva^ 
fr] Arcliscologia, Vol. III. p. 236. 

[j] Bib!. Top. Brit. N® XXIV. p. a6. Sec Mr. Pilkington, vol. II. p. 317-. 

- Another 


Dbrbsissseira Romana. - IJ 1 

Another there is on Comie-rmfi^ as mentioned under the kil * 
head ; and • 

Thirdly, there is a fqnarc camp amongft the gardens at * 
CcJlletoTty very vihblc when you look upon the gardens from the ^ 
caftfe. 

In regard to the camp at Pahvicb, mentioned p, p of his ' 
«* View,” &c. Mr. Pilkington fays, p. 2^4 -of the fanne volume, - 
** About half a mile north of tlie village may be' feen feme ^ 
faint veIHges of a Roman encampment or ftation, at a place 
called Lombards gfeen." ' He then deferibes it, and obferves, - 
that about 20: \ears ago, a labouring man found a military ■ 
weapon, a confidcrable number of coins, and an urn of very - 
great thickiuls in which the coins had moft probably been de- 
pofited ; and that the coins principally confined of Roman De- 
narii ; the number'about eighty ; and then follows a more par- 
ticular detail of them. 

The entrenchment on Mrw-Tor at CajiUttn^ Is in the opinion- 
both of Mr. Bray and Mr. Pilkington, moll probably a Roman • 
work [/J. 

5. Roman Urns. • 

Two urns, one within the other, were found by Mf. Rooke, 
ih a barrow on Stanton^Moor. [«] ; thefe, however, are iwt 
certainly Romany but may be Briti/by or Roman-Britifb: 

In opening a tumulus on Mr. Cell’s eftate near Brajfington ■ 
Moory 1788, Mr. Rooke found fragments of an urn of coarfe 

[f] See Mr. Bray’s Tour, p. 20a. Mr. Pilkingcon’s View, II. p, 40a. • 

[uj Archxologia, VoL VIII. p. 58. 
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clay, with bones, and the blade of an iron knife about 5' inches 
long[ar] ; part of the handle, which was of wood, appeared at 
the end, and the blade was evidently fixed in the haft . 3^ iucbes 
dct'p. This blade was. very much corroded, as was another to be 
mentioned below. 

1 779, 'Mr. Rooke opened a tumuhis upon' the hill 
above Chatlworth park, and found a fmall urn of coarfe clay 
full of afhes. It was placed between two flat flones, and had 
another over it. Whether this be Britijh or Roman may be 
doubted ; its coarfenefs Icems to fpeak it Britj/h. 

:6. Roman Coins. 

Thefe have been found very frequently in the county of 
Derby ^ and in various places. ' Many at L/Vr/e fy], one 

in the camp 2X Pen(ricb\si\, two ^X.ChfJlerfield\a\^ a Claudius 
Qothicus in Staveley parifh, and .feveral at Barleborough, the 
eftate of Cornelius' Heathcote Rhodes, Efq. 

About the year 1740, a pot of Roman Denarii was difeo- 
.vered near a place called Gretnhaigb-ktne, in the parifh of Al- 
freton, in a hedge bottom ; the coins were diTperled into many 
hands. 

A poor labouring man, about 1770, found a large number of 
denarii, at a place in PleaJIey^ called Htuffine wood, and fold them 

[jir] Sec the plate, p. 35. ! 

[7] See above. Art. 3. 

[a] JBU) 1 . Top. Brit. N* XXIV. p. a6. 

. [dj Ibid. p. 29. 
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to a 'fcrfon at Mamjield for 5/. Mr. Martin, a farmer of" 
PIcafley, has at this time three Roman coins found at the 
fame place [^]. This farm, it (cems, -is very near Mr. Rooke’s 
yilla Romana, fo that the Romans appear to have much fre^ - 
qucntecl this neighbourhood. 

A very fine and perfed brafs coin of the Emperor Commodus • 
was found in Chatfworth park, and given to me by 'the late 
Alexander Barker, Elq. and 1 fuppofe his Grace the- Duke of 
Dcvonfhire may have it now, as I put it into his hands. 

The late Mr. John Reynolds of Crich had four fmall brafe 
Roman coins found lomcwhere between IVinfter and Bakewell. 

The manor of Crich is the place moft eminent for difeoveries - 
of tliis kind, as there have been no lefs than four different re^* 
pofitories dc-enterred there : 

One, July 26, 1761, on the fummit of the cliff. 

Another, 1772, ZX. Fritehtey. 

A third, in March 178S in CuHand Park. 

And of the fourth the rev. John Mafon, curate of Crich, a 
gentleman of good learning and equal curiofity, writes to me 
thus: Feb, 9, 1785, “ As fome labourers were getting ftone 
upon m O'/Vi common, Jan. 9, rySS, they found 

“ in digging the furfacc two or three pieces of Roman coin, 

“ which they judged to be filver, and looking round with 
“ attention- they obferved an earthen pot, the upper fide lying 
“ level with the lurface of the ground ; the pot was broken 
“ into many pieces, and as fuppofed, by the wheel of a carriage 
“ pafling over it many years ago. Its fhape, however, might 
“ be afeertained, which they deferibed to me to be wideft 

[ 3 ] Information of Rev. Chaworth Hallowcs, Reflor of Plcaflcy, 1788. 
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in the middle, with a long narrow neck, about an incli in 

• diameter; and they thought it might contain about two 
** quarts. They found it full of coins, which mouldered away 

• in their hands, except 9 or 10, and thefe by rubbing and 

• “ pinching with their fingers they broke, ali but 2 or 3. ■ Of 
■*ftbe(e laA 1 have not feen any; of the others ! procured 
' three-fragments of two coins. One is of' Gordianus III. the 

*• head with a radiated -diadem. The other is a fragment'of 
Philip the younger. .Thefe coins appear to-be copper or iron 
covered with tin.” 

About 23 years ago, in the encampment at Parwtcb, about 
So Roman coins wore difeovered, chiefly Denarii, and- a parti- 
cular account of them is given by Mr. Pilkington [cj. 

- 7. Roman Infcriptioos. 

An altar with a Latin infetiption was’ formetly dug up at 
.Maddon in Derbyfliire, aniancient feat of his Grace the Duke 
.of Rutland. It was facred to Mars' Braciaca, -and fome account 
of it, with a copy of the infeription, ^may be . feen in the 
'*• Eflay on the Coins of Cunol^elin 

Mr. Watfon, whom I have often ha'd occafion-to men* 
tion, has allb engraved a Roman infeription of the age, as 
he fancied, of the Emperor Heverust found near .Me/andriS 
CaJiU [r]. 

fr] S«e'Mr. Pilkington’s View, H. p rt5. 

[^] Printed 1766, p. 15. 

[^j Archseologia, Vol. HI. p.236. 
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8. Roman Lows or Barrows. 

As the various nations, inhabitants of our idand, and the 
Romans or Romanized- Britons among the reft [/], have all ufed 
the low, or barrow, it is difficult, in many cafes, to afccrtain 
the Roman barrows, and to diftinguifh them with certainty from 
thofe of other people. The barrows are now chiefly found in 
the peak [^], whatever they may have been formerly, and the 
late Mr. Maty is egregiouily miftaken, when he talks of lows 
about Derby \b'\, an error owing to not well knowing the face 
of the country, but gaining ideas and notions merely by 
haftily travelling in it, as is the cafe with too many of our 
tourifts. 

The criteria we have for judging and pronouncing a tumulsu 
to be Roman, fecm to be thefe two j firft, if it be near one of 
their military ways ; and fccondly, from its contents ; if, for 
inftance, it affords any. antiquities upon opening it, that are 
undoubtedly Roman, as coins, implements, urns, &c. Dr. Plott 
deemed feveral barrows to be Roman upon this ground [/]• 

The barrow containing the two urns, one within the other, 
mentioned above, p. 13, may perhaps be Roman. 

Mr. Cell’s barrow in the fame page, exhibiting an iron knife, 
may with more certainty be efteemed fuclu 

[/] Archxologia, Vol. VII. p. 138, 

[r] Ibid. p. 131. 

[i] Maty’s Review, 1785, p* 351. 

[i] Plott, Nat. Hilt, of StafF. p. 403. See alfo Mr. Gough’s Sepulchral 
Moauments, p. i. 
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After thus running over our eight heads, it may be proper to 
fpecify a few Angle articles of Roman cxtradlion which have 
been found in our county. 

t _ * ■ , 

, The Roman bath at Buxton has been already fpoken to. . 

The rudera of the Roman temple at Buxton have alfo been 
noticed. ' , 

The Roman bridge- at Little Chejltr over the river Derwent 
is faid to be vifible at low water [>t]. This was of wood pro- 
bably, as the Romans, it is thought, erected no ftone-bridges ' 
in Britain [/] ; but many undoubtedly they had of timber [«]. 

A large Roman knife' was found on Mr. Cell’s eftate near 
Brajfmgt'on moor^ by fome labourers in making a plantation 
among fome rocks, not far from the tumulus mentioned before, 
p. 33. It is of iron, 14 inches long, but much corroded with 
ruft, as the leffer knife, fig. i, found \vith fragments of urns 
and bones, in a tumulus near Braflington moor. May 21, 1788, 
part of the handle of the latter, which was of wood, appears alfo 
as at <7, fig. 2. The blades are now the property of Mr. Rookc, 
who has been fo obliging as to favour me with a drawing of 
them. Some parts of ihefe knives, Mr. Rooke obferved, had 
totally loft their magnetic power. 


[*] Bibl. Top. Brit. N” XXIV. p. 19. . , 

[/J Mr. Drake, Eboracum, p. 53. Mr. Brand, Hift. of Ncwcaftle. 
Bibl. Top. Brit. N' XXIV. p. 19. 
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The refult, upon the whole, feems to be, that the Romans 
were concerned, as Dr. Plott obferves, in a multitude of places 
in the interior parts of the country, remote from their military 
ways ; that more Roman antiquities, variety and number taken 
together, have been found -in the county of Derby^ than in any 
other province included in the generical name of Coritam (though 
they are not fewer than five) or perhaps thaii in moft other 
counties in England. And, further, that were gentlemen in their 
refpeftive counties, and we have members, I prefume, from 
moR parts of the kingdom, to enumerate and point out the 
feveral places within their diRri£ts and provinces, where Roman 

remains^ 
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remains^ including antiquities of all the different kinds,, have 
been found, in fome fuch manner as is here done, we (hould 
have an excellent Britannia Ramana^ on a very exteufive plan. 
Whence it would arattyfiL that our ifland had iinleed been 
a favourite with that great 

people, and Uw tli^j Ma in pcci{pied or vihted almoft 
every corner o? it ' 




I am, Sir, with great efteem. 


Your moft obedient fervant. 


WbittmgUmt Dec* i, 1788. 


SAMUEL PEGCa 


[»] Itin. n. p. 61. 

(*] Dr. Plott, Staff, p. 403. 405. 


